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AMENDMENT PROPOSED
LANDOWNER GUIDE.................. Page|l Proposed revisions to the timber harvesting
PROPOSED TIMBER HARVEST standards under the Mandatory Shoreland Zoning
AMENDMENT. ... Page lf\Ct arletcurre_rlltrI]y Benl?g 502?4 fé)ed by the %taée
egislature. The bill (L.D. ,asamended,
GUIDELINES AMENDED............. Pagep rc?poses to remove the prohibition on timber
EXPANSION OPTION arvesting within 75 feet of a great pond zoned
COMMON QUESTIONS ............... Pagq 2as a Resource Protection District.
CERTIFIED CEOs NEEDED.......... Pagq 4| its place, the bill would allow harvesting
\_ ) provided the work is done during frozen ground
conditions with no resultant soil disturbance.

Otherwise, the harvesting standards would be

MAINE SHORELAND ZONING the same as the current standards for other areas
A HANDBOOK FOR SHORELAND  adjacent to great ponds.

WNER : :
© S Those standards allow timber harvesting of up to

Included with this issue of tt&horeland Zoning 40 percent of the trees in any ten year period
Newsis a copy of a new citizen's guide tgrovided thatno clearings are Created and awell-

shoreland zoning, published by the Departméhigtributed stand of trees and other vegetation is
ofEnvironmem;% rotection. maintained within 100 feet of the shoreline.

Outside the 100-foot strip, harvesting is limited
The handbook is designed to help expldi®amaximum of 40 percent, bUt_FatC cuts ofup
Maine's Shoreland Zoning Law and the DEP 10,000 square feet are permitted.

guideline standards that are most relevan

residential property owners. We think thtgﬁe Public Hearing on L.D.1458 before the
illustrations and easy-to- read format will helyatural Resources Committee was held on March

folks understand the basics of shoreland zoni § 1999. Based onthe testimony and discussion,
and clarify the local ordinance standards. :g ﬁkuef;)(j'g)akf)gt this point what the final outcome

Copies of the handbook are also bei : L
distributed at upcoming workshops for co ghe amendmentis adopted, municipalities would

enforcement officers and real esta&l@en have the option of keeping the current

Professionals. Additional copies are availabi@rvesting prohibitionin your local ordinance, or
rom the DEP on request. replacing it with the new standards. We will

keep you posted.

PASS IT ON )
Included with this newsletter is a good exam I? ease share this newsletter with other towr

of what one town is doing to help ensure t[f@ificials. We keep our costs down and ouj
lake shore property owners are aware of jtimailing list manageable by sending four copieg

gﬂifrgncg Iséz;ndart hsefor Srr;]%i?é?iiﬂigg aono é%ﬂone locally designated contact person if
d : h community for distribution to the other

acknowledgementformis presented and si o :
whenever a shoreland permit is issued. |town officials and Code Enforcement Ofﬁceb

BUFFER STANDARDS




GUIDELINE AMENDMENTS
ADOPTED

On February 6, 1999, ti#tate of Maine

NEW EXPANSION OPTION
COMMON QUESTIONS

Question #1: Does our town have to adopt

Guidelines for Municipal Shoreland Zoning the new expansion provisions?

Ordinances (Chapter 10D@ere amended to

include the nonconforming structure Answer: No. There is no requirement that
expansion option (30% rule alternative) as towns change their current ordinances. Each
adopted by the Legislature last summer. community needs to decide for itself whether
Also adopted was a revised definition for the benefits of the new option warrant
"Functionally Water-dependent Uses", and @hanging its current procedures for dealing
new definition for "Increase in the with nonconforming structures.
Nonconformity of a Structure”.

Question #2: If our town adopts the 1000 /
The basic provisions of the expansion optioh500 square foot cap, do we also have to
were summarized in the summer/fall 1998 adopt the 500 square foot special expansion
Shoreland Zoning Newgsee lower left option?
diagram below).

Answer: No. The special expansion
The emphasis of the rule-making effort wasallowance (500 sq.ft. bonus) is a second
to adopt new buffer strip replanting standardgtion that may be adopted, or not, as you
for communities wishing to include a 500 choose.
square foot “special expansion allowance” as
part of the expansion option (see diagram dthe special expansion allowance requires
lower right). more commitment on the part of town officials

in reviewing more detailed projects and on-
During the past six months, the DEP staff hgsing monitoring to ensure that erosion
been conducting workshops for town control measures are used, and that a wooded
officials, in cooperation with the Regional buffer is established and maintained according
Planning Commissions, to explain the new to an approved plan. Because of this extra
option, and describe its potential benefits amdmmitment, many communities are deciding
pitfalls. That effort will continue through thenot to include this portion of the expansion
rest of this year. option as part of their ordinance.
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SPECIAL EXPANSION ALLOWANCE

Up to 500 sq.ft. above cap allowed provided:

EXPANSION OPTION

Camp greater than 50 ft. from shore,
Max. Height Buffer planted and maintained within 50 ft, and,
EXISTING BUILDING soil erosion and stormwater runoff problems fixed
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Question #3 Since the expansion option isQuestion #7:Why were basements not counted
in State law, can my town start using it nowgs floor area under the new option?

Answer: No. The option must be adopted Answer: Two reasons. In working with town

as an amendment to the local zoning officials and landowners on expansion issues
ordinance, and be approved by the DEP, overthe pasttenyears, we knew one goal of the
before it goes into effect. new option had to be to simplify the math.

Secondly, in setting the square foot caps under
Question #4: Can we adopt the new optionthe new option, we looked at existing shoreline
and keep the 30% rule, so landowners candevelopment patterns to establish a limit that
use whichever is more beneficial to their  was similar to what would be allowed under the
situation? current30% rule. Inevaluating those properties,
basement areas were not considered.
Answer: No. The expansion option, if
adoptedreplacesthe 30% rule, and may  Question #8: Why were new building height
not be used to maximize nonconforming  standards included in the option?
building expansions. The intent of the option
is to provide a comparible, and equitable, Answer: Inorderto eliminate the currentvolume
level of expansion, that is also easierto  calculation that many folks find difficult to deal
administer. with, it was necessary to have a comparable way
to limit the overall size of nonconforming
Question #5: Does the floor area cap applystructures.
to just the principal structure?
Question#9:What about building reconstruction
Answer: The cap applies to the total floor or adding a new basement to an existing camp?
area ofall principal and accessory structures
located within the shoreline setback area, Answer: The rules have not changed. Any
including the upper floors of multi-story proposal mustinclude provisions for moving the
buildings. However, unlike the 30% cap, structure to meet the water setback standard to
the new option does allow “crediting” floor the greastest practical extent. If the site of
area from one building to another so long arelocation is still within the setback area, the
the total floor area cap for all structures is portion of the structure, and any other buildings,

not exceeded. within the setback area count toward the square
foot cap.

Question #6:Do decks and porches count as

floor area under the new option? Question #10: What about all those buildings

that have already expanded by 30 percent?
Answer: The floor area definition has not

changed. Floor Area, as defined in the DEXpswer: The new floor area cap, if adopted,
Guidelines, includes the sum of all horizontglsjies to those structures as well. If the total
area of the floor(s) of a structure enclosed Ry, 4re3 of those structures is less than the new

exterior walls, plus the horizontal area of a further expansion is permitted. If more, no
unenclosed portions such as porches and degks,’ A ' ’
P P f her expansion is allowed.
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DISPLAY THE MAP SHORELAND ZONING

WORKSHOPS

The DEP staff requ!a_rly ets phone calls frofn May, the State Planning Office is agin
landowners complainingthat town officials dieffering one-day shoreland zoning worksh ps
unable to provide them with a copy of thefor Coge Enforcement Officers. At this poift,
shoreland zoning ordinance and m4de are planning five sessions, and hope td use
Sometimes, the person at the Town Offic erfrontfacilifies thathave "classroom" sphce
unaware that the Town even has a shore a morning session, and a good mixq of

ordinance. In these situations the landowfigteresting field stations for the afternoon sesgion.
has every right to be upset.

State law requires that zoning ordinances be CERTIFIED CEOs NEEDED
available for public inspection, and that copies

be made available on request. Areasonable®ece 1984, the shoreland zonjng law has
may be charged to cover copying costs. Thisguired each town to appoint a code
requirement Is also included in nearly all locehforcement officer to administer and enforce
gré%([ieé%néj)zonmg ordinances (typically foundthe municipal shoreland zoning ordinance.

Since 1993, state law has required CEOs to be

The DEP staff recommends that each Towsrtified by_t'he State Planning Office within one
have several copies of the ordinance and mag/ear of théir appointment.
file and available to the public. In addition, a _
copy of the zoning map should be displayed 0oday, there are still a small number of
the ‘wall at the town office. This will helpcommunities that do not employ a certified code
increase public awareness, and_allow tbaforcement officer. Given the hundreds of

roperty ownersto easily determine if their larglialified, experienced code officers throughout

alls within the shoreland zone. the State, there is really no excuse for this
- problem to continue.

REMINDER The DEP, State Plannin%_Oﬁice, and Attorney

ing together tocontact

Amendments to your Shoreland Zoni %g?gmlgf(f?gg%i%r%\évgercommunltiestoadvise
Ordinance are not Iegally_ln_effect unl em of their res_onsibili_t%/, and to offer
approved by the DEP Commissioner follow n@ssstange in I_%(I:a ing certi |?dfCE%)s |r(17I glgo
i i rea, and possible agreements for share
adoption at Town Meeting. [f your Town gervices Wﬂh nelghbgnng communities.
adopted amendments, but forgot to senq an

attested copy to the DEP, you need to do $df necessary, the state agencies are prepared to

o _ Rursue legal actionto ensure thateach community
This includes any zoning map changes. as a Code Enforcement Officer as required by

\ state law and the local shoreland zoning
ordinance.
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